“Night” Reading Focus:Pages vii-12

Vocabulary in Context Procedures:

1. find each listed word,

2. read the sentences (context) around the word, then try to figure out what the word means,

3. check their definitions with the dictionary (if necessary), and

4. jot down their “working definition” in their own words, and
Word (page #)


sentence

       working definition

actual meaning

	retrospect (viii)

disinter (viii)

usurped (ix)

articulate (x)

superfluous (x)

cynical (x)

harrowing (x)

martyrdom (xviii)

abomination (xviii)

somber (xx)

interlocutor (xxi)

penury (3)

err (5)

insinuate (7)

delusion (12)
	
	
	


Preface

1. Describe two reasons why Elie Wiesel wrote his memoir.

2. What struggles did he have with language?

3. How did he hope to change the world through his writing?

4. Write two examples of powerful language. Then, explain why each is powerful.

Portions of the quote (including page #)


Why this quote is powerful.

	
	

	
	


Forward

1. Of the passages selected for the Forward by Francois Mauriac, which is the most powerful? Please write a paragraph to explain.

Passage 



Why it is powerful.

	
	


2. Re-read the final paragraph (beginning with the words “And I, who believe that God is love...”). Then, write a summary comparing and contrasting Mauriac and Wiesel's views on religion.

Night: Pages 3-12

1. Describe young Elie's faith, and his learning with Moishe the Beadle (pages 3-5).

2. What happens to Moishe the Beadle?

3. Where did Elie want to go? What was his father's response?

4. List three ways life in Sighet changed from the Spring of 1944 onward (through page 12)?

5. If you were to describe the attitude of Elie and others towards the Germans with one word, what would it be? Why?

Use the internet/outside resources to define the following terms. Understanding these will bring you to a greater level of understanding while reading the memoir Night.

	Beadle

Hasidic

Shtibl

Kabbalah

Talmud

Synagogue

Zohar

Rosh Hashanah

Zionism

Passover

Kaddish
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