“Never Shall I Forget” Poetry Assignment


Name:__________________
Directions: Use Wiesel’s poem as a model, and follow that same format to create your own “Never Shall I Forget” poem. Be sure to select a tone for your poem, and use powerful words/language to convey meaning. Also, use clear and strong images as you write your poem.
	Never Shall I Forget

Never shall I forget that night,

The first night in the camp

Which has turned my life into one long night,

Seven times cursed and seven times sealed.

Never shall I forget that smoke

Never shall I forget the little faces of the children

Whose bodies I saw turned into wreaths of smoke

Beneath a silent blue sky.

Never shall I forget those flames

Which consumed my faith forever.

Never shall I forget that nocturnal silence

Which deprived me for all eternity of the desire to live.

Never shall I forget those moments

Which murdered by God and my soul

And turned my dreams into dust.

Never shall I forget these things,

Even if I am condemned to live

As long as God Himself.

Never.

-Elie Wiesel
	


Sample poem:
Never Shall I Forget 
Never shall I forget that day,

The first day with my newborn child

Which has turned my life into one delight,

Seven times blessed and seven times joyful.

Never shall I forget that smile

Never shall I forget the little face of my beloved daughter

Whose body grew strong and beautiful

Beneath my loving gaze.

Never shall I forget the pride

Which has consumed my soul.

Never shall I forget that nocturnal silence

Which indicated a sleeping child slumbering in a blissful dreamstate.

Never shall I forget those moments

Which strengthened my devotion to God

And turned my dreams into reality.

Never shall I forget these things,

Even if I am blessed to live

As long as God Himself.

Never.
